
PSC 4275 Global Environmental Politics and Policy 
Tuesday, Thursday, 4 – 5:15 pm 
Bartley 032 
 
Instructor: Professor Deborah Seligsohn 
e-mail: Deborah.Seligsohn@villanova.edu 
office: SAC 275 
office hours: Wednesday, 1:45 – 3:45 pm or by appointment. I encourage students to visit early 
and often. 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to major issues and concepts surrounding the 
environmental politics and policy internationally and at the global level. We are increasingly 
aware of the many environmental threats we face. The science grows ever more precise, and in 
many cases, more dire. We now also have years of experience with tools from governments, the 
international community, NGOs and business, and yet we continue to face these problems. To 
understand why we are unable to simply choose the scientifically or economically optimal policy 
and implement it, we need to understand the politics. This course will look both at the kinds of 
policy tools we have available to use and the politics that surround the major issues that 
challenge us. 
 
The assignments for this course will be divided into 2 major sections. Prior to Spring break we 
will focus on a presentation on a topic of your choice. You should choose an environmental 
issue, discuss a group attempting to address it from a policy or political approach, analyze the 
approach and any outcomes. You will each develop a ten minute powerpoint (or similar 
software) presentation that you will present to 3 of your classmates during week 6. In addition to 
the presentation, you will submit in writing: feedback to your 3 classmates on their presentations, 
an annotated set of slides describing what you intended to show in each slide, and an essay 
describing what you learned in the process of both developing and presenting your presentation. 
 
After Spring Break we will engage in a climate change negotiations simulation. You will be 
able to work in pairs, and each pair (or 3 if we have an odd number of students) will represent a 
country or key interest group involved in the negotiations. As we get closer to the simulation 
portion, we will discuss inn more detail your options for who you represent and I will update you 
on the assignment schedule. Your assignments will consist of both written and oral presentations 
as part of the negotiations and then a final analytic paper about the negotiations and the 
international climate process. 
 
This is a small class that will be run as a seminar. You are expected to come to class prepared, 
having read the material for each week in advance of the Tuesday class and to participate in the 
class discussion. A great discussion participant engages with the other students and suggests 
ideas, analysis and questions. Coming to class with unresolved questions from the reading is just 
as good as an analysis of the reading. I don’t intend to administer reading quizzes unless it 
appears that students are not keeping up with the reading. If I am concerned that you are not 
prepared and participating in class, then I may introduce reading quizzes at any time. 
 
Goals of this course:  
Students will be able to 

• Identify key global environmental issues and their political and policy components 



• Analyze the fundamental approaches to managing environmental issues 
• Understand the roles of government and non-governmental players in environmental 

politics and policy-making. 
• Identify the interests of different players. 
• Understand and analyze the roles science and economics play in environmental politics 

and policy. 
• Understand the issues surrounding environmental justice and how it affects international 

environmental issues. 
• Understand and analyze the environmental treaty-making process. 
• Strengthen specific skills – spoken presentation skills, oral and written feedback, written 

analysis. 
• Develop the capacity to apply the content of this class to real world situations as an 

engaged citizen and in employment. 
 
 
Grading breakdown: 
 
Class participation 25% 
Presentation project 35% 

• Project proposal – 5% 
• Annotated presentation slides – 10% 
• Feedback to other students - 10% 
• Analytic essay – 10% 

Negotiation simulation 40% 
 
 
Week 1  
January 15 Introduction and Course Overview 
  
January 17 Rachel Carson, Silent Spring  
Week 2 Please read: 

1. Elizabeth Kolbert, “Enter the Anthropocene,” Global Environmental 
Politics, From Person to Planet, Nicholson and Wapner, eds., pages 
13 – 16. 

2. Miranda A. Schreurs, Environmental Politics in Japan, Germany, and 
the United States, 2003. Chapters 2 and 3, pages 32 – 91. 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/villanova-
ebooks/reader.action?docID=202391 

January 22 The modern environmental movement 
  
January 24 Government and the environment 

 
Also: Geography and Environment colloquium, 5:30 pm Mendel 154 

January 25, 5 
pm 

Presentation topic proposal 

Week 3 Please read: 



1. Garret Hardin, “Tragedy of the Commons,” Science (Vol. 162, No. 
3859, 1968): pp. 1243-1248. 
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/162/3859/1243.full (This is a 
little difficult to read, but if you read the two sections entitled 
“Tragedy of Freedom in a Commons” and “Pollution” you should be 
able to consider the main point.) 

2. Coase theorem = emissions trading Please watch this Youtube video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00HPak2RLlQ Or you can read 
Coase’s paper, R. H. Coase, “The Problem of Social Cost,” Journal of 
Law & Economics (Vol. 3, Oct. 1960): pp. 1-44. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/724810.pdf 

 
January 29 Tragedy of the Commons 
  
January 31 Command and Control 
Week 4 Please watch: 

1. Marginal Revolution University, “Trading Pollution: How Pollution 
Permits Paradoxically Reduce Emissions” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tUb3MDrgEc 

2. Chai Jing, “Under the Dome,” on line video 2015, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM 

 
Please read: 

1. Kendra Pierre-Louis, “This is what America looked like before the 
EPA cleaned it up,” Popular Science http://www.popsci.com/america-
before-epa-photos?src=SOC&dom=tw#page-3 

 
 

February 5 Pollution 
  
February 7 Command and Control/Cap and Trade Simulation 
Week 5 Participation/Justice 

Please read:  
1. Environmental justice: 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/learn-about-environmental-
justice 

2. Robert Bullard, “Environmental Racism and the Environmental 
Justice Movement,” in Global Environmental Politics, From Person 
to Planet, Nicholson and Wapner, eds., pages 238 – 245. 

3. Lorraine Elliott, The Global Politics of the Environment, “Voices from 
the Margin: Women and Indigenous People,” pages 147 – 168. 

Please listen to the podcast:  
1. Containers, Episode 6: And they won, they won big 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/containers/id1209559177?mt=2 
 

February 12 What is environmental justice? 
  
February 14 How do justice issues vary around the world? 



 
 

Week 6 Common Pool Resources: 
Please read: 

1. Eleanor Ostrom, Governing the Commons, 1990, Chapter 3, 
“Analyzing long-enduring, self-organized and self-governed CPRs,” 
pages 58-69 and 88-102. 

2. S Kumar, “Does “Participation” in Common Pool Resource 
Management Help the Poor? A Social Cost–Benefit Analysis of Joint 
Forest Management in Jharkhand, India,” World Development, 2002, 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X02000049 

February 19 Collective approaches to governance 
  
February 21 How do we govern common pool resources? 

Also: Geography and Environment colloquium, 5:30 pm Mendel 154 
  
Week 7  
February 26 Presentations 
  
February 28  Top down vs. bottom up governance 
March 1, 5 
pm 

Presentation written work:  
1. Feedback/reactions to the presentations you viewed. 
2. Annotated slides 
3. Commentary on your own work 

March 4-11  Spring Break 
Week 8 Please read: 

1. Elizabeth DeSombre, The Global Environment and World Politics, 
2002. Chapter 2, “International Environmental Cooperation,” pages 7-
30. 

Please watch: 
1. The History of Climate Governance and The Pillars of Climate 

Governance at http://enb.iisd.org/paris-knowledge-bridge/.  Each 
video is 15 minutes long. 

March 12 Introduction to Climate Governance and simulation 
  
March 14 Global policy/team meetings 

Also: Geography and Environment colloquium, 5:30 pm Mendel 154 
Week 9 Please read: 

1. IPCC Oct. 2018 report (Summary for policy makers) 
2. Carbon brief interactive on the IPCC report 
3. Richard Benedick, Ozone Diplomacy, New Directions in 

Safeguarding the Planet, Harvard, 1991. Chapter 1, pages 1 – 8. 
Please watch:  

1. “The Hole - A film on the Montreal Protocol, narrated by Sir David 
Attenborough,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OINKJNWtSiE 

 
March 19 The Montreal Protocol – story of a successful treaty 
  



March 21 The current climate crisis? What happens if we can’t keep to 1.5° C? 
Week 10 Reading for this week: 

1. Elizabeth DeSombre, The Global Environment and World Politics, 
2002. Chapter 5, “The role of Non-governmental actors,” pages 71-94. 

2. Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, 
1998., Chapter 4, “Environmental Advocacy Networks,” pages 121 – 
163. 

March 26 Non-government advocacy 
  
March 28 Business Interests 

 
Also: Geography and Environment colloquium, 5:30 pm Mendel 154 

Week 11 The Climate Challenge 
Please read:  

1. Meckling, et al, 2015, “Winning coalitions for climate policy,” 
Science, 349(6253), 1170–1171. 

2. Robert Keohane and David Victor, “Cooperation and discord in global 
climate policy,” Nature Climate Change, 2016, pages 1-6. 

3. Fiona Harvey, “What was agreed at COP24 in Poland and why did it 
take so long?” The Guardian, December 2018. 

4. The Paris Agreement 
5. The Katowice Texts 

April 2 Current state of the climate negotiations 
  
April 4 Simulation, Round 1, Opening presentations 
Week 12 Risk perception 

Please read: 
1. Elizabeth DeSombre, The Global Environment and World Politics, 

2002. Chapter 4, “Science, Uncertainty and Risk,” pages 53 – 70. 
2. Louise van Schaik and Simon Schuntz, “Explaining EU Activism and 

Impact in Global Climate Politics: Is the Union a Norm- or Interest-
Driven Actor?” JCMS 2012 Volume 50. Number 1. pp. 169–186. 

April 9 Is there a line between science and values? 
April 10, 12 
noon 

Negotiation texts due 

April 11 Simulation, Round 2, Negotiations 
Week 13 Biodiversity 

Please read: 
1. Elizabeth DeSombre, The Global Environment and World Politics, 

2002. Chapter 8, “Amazonian Biodiversity,” pages 143 – 163. 
2. Elizabeth Kolbert, “The Sixth Extinction,” The New Yorker, May 25, 

2009. 
April 16 Biodiversity 
  
April 18 No class – Easter Break 
Week 14 Please read: 



1. T. Dietz, E Ostrom, PC Stern, “The Struggle to Govern the 
Commons,” Science, 12 Dec. 2003, Vol. 302, Issue 5652, pp. 1907-
1912. http://science.sciencemag.org/content/302/5652/1907.full 

April 23 Simulation round 3, preliminary outcomes 
April 24, 
6 pm 

Earth Day Keynote, Driscoll Auditorium 

April 25 Simulation round 4, concluding statements 
Week 15 Please read: 

1. Levin and Tirpak, “2018, A Year of Extremes,” WRI, 2018. 
2. Global Environmental Politics, From Person to Planet, Nicholson and 

Wapner, eds., chapters 4, 5, 6, pages 39 -67. 
April 30 (no 
class, deemed 
a Friday) 

 

  
May 2 Final paper due: 5-8 pages double-spaced analysis of the simulation and 

prospects for climate governance. 
 
Class discussion: How do we address global challenges? 

  
 
Course Policies: 
 
• Office of Disabilities (ODS) and Learning Support Services (LSS): 
It is the policy of Villanova to make reasonable academic accommodations for qualified 
individuals with disabilities. Go to the Learning Support Services website 
(http://learningsupportservices.villanova.edu) for registration guidelines and instructions. For 
physical access or temporarily disabling conditions, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services at 610-519-4095 or email Stephen.mcwilliams@villanova.edu. Registration is needed in 
order to receive accommodations. 
 
• Academic Integrity 
All students are expected to uphold Villanova’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code.  Any 
incident of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences for disciplinary action.  For the College’s statement on Academic Integrity, you should 
consult the Enchiridion.  You may view the university’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code, as 
well as other useful information related to writing papers, at the Academic Integrity Gateway 
web site: http://library.villanova.edu/Help/AcademicIntegrity 
 
• Absences for Religious Holidays 
Villanova University makes every reasonable effort to allow members of the community to 
observe their religious holidays, consistent with the University’s obligations, responsibilities, and 
policies. Students who expect to miss a class or assignment due to the observance of a religious 
holiday should discuss the matter with their professors as soon as possible, normally at least two 
weeks in advance. Absence from classes or examinations for religious reasons does not relieve 
students from responsibility for any part of the course work required during the absence. 
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/resources/student/policies/religiousholidays.html 
 



• Absences for other reasons 
This is a seminar class, and thus you are expected to attend every session of the course. If you 
must miss the class for an excused reason, you should submit your short discussion (1-3 
paragraphs) on blackboard as part of the general course discussion and then submit an expanded 
version (4 double-spaced pages) analyzing the week’s readings by 5 pm Friday of the same 
week. 
 
• Attendance and class participation 
Your attendance and active participation is required. You are responsible for any work that you 
miss if you must miss class for any reason.  
  
• Late assignment submissions 
You are responsible for submitting all assignments on time. The course is designed to be both 
collaborative and cumulative. The bulletin board posts and class presentations are intended to 
benefit the entire class. The paper is designed in cumulative elements to help you produce top 
quality work. You will lose 5 points a day for any late assignment. 
 
• Grading Appeals: 
We all make mistakes, so if you find a simple arithmetical error – if I’ve added up the points 
incorrectly – please just bring it to my attention and I’ll fix it. If you dispute the nature of a grade 
– if you want the content reevaluated, then you need to explain the nature of your concern. 
Please submit a one page written appeal by e-mail within one week of receiving your grade, 
detailing the content-based issues you found with the original grading and why in specific detail 
you believe your assignment deserved a different grade. Please refer directly to the requirements 
in the rubric and detail how your assignment met those standards. 
 
• Communication 
Please check your e-mail regularly. I will send out messages and information from time to time. 
E-mail is also the best way for you to reach me. I look at student e-mails at some point during the 
day, every day. So you can expect an e-mail response from me within 24 hours. You may hear 
sooner, but you should not expect it. For assignments where you want feedback or have 
questions, please make sure you start your preparation well in advance so you have time to ask 
questions and seek the feedback you need. If by some chance you don’t hear from me in 24 
hours, assume the e-mail somehow went in the spam box and please write again. 
 
• Extra Credit 
The Department of Geography and the Environment sponsors a spring colloquium series as well 
as an annual Earth Day lecture that it would be valuable for you to attend. For each lecture you 
attend and send me a one-page (double spaced) reaction comment on what you learned you will 
receive 2 extra points on your participation grade. 
 
Department of Geography and the Environment Spring Colloquium Series 
Thursdays at 5:30pm in Mendel 154 
  

Date  Topic Speaker 



Jan 24 “Criminal Investigation of 
Environmental Violations” 

James Lorah, Special Agent, Criminal 
Investigations Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency (ret.) 

Feb 21 “Corporate Concentration and Air 
Pollution Governance in China” 

Deborah Seligsohn, Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, Villanova University 

Mar 14 “The Green Amendment, Securing our 
Right to a Healthy Environment” 

Maya van Rossum, 
Delaware Riverkeeper 

Mar 28 
“Temporal dynamics of urban forests: 
Transitions in tree cover and legacies 
of past events” 

Lara Roman, Research Ecologist, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 

  
  
Villanova University Earth Day Keynote Address 
Wednesday April 24 at 6:00pm in the Driscoll Auditorium 
“The impact of climate change on human health” 
Dr. John Balbus, Senior Advisor at the National Institute of Environmental Health Science at 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Dr. Balbus is a nationally recognized specialist on understanding the impacts of climate change 
on human health. Dr. Balbus' background combines training and experience in clinical medicine 
with expertise in epidemiology, toxicology, and risk sciences. 
 
 


