
Project Proposal Grading Rubric 
 
 
Requirements C B A 
A specific 
issue 

The issue is of 
environmental 
concern, but is 
not clearly 
defined or is 
ambiguous. 

The problem is more 
clearly defined, but it is too 
broad and/or there are too 
many problems to address 
in one project. 

The problem is clearly 
defined. It is one single 
problem that can be 
discussed. In discussing 
that problem you are 
likely to bring in other 
issues that will affect it 
– for example, climate 
change will affect many 
of your issues even if 
that isn’t your topic – 
but you want to start 
with a single issue. 

A specific 
group that is 
doing 
something to 
address the 
problem 

The proposal 
doesn’t name a 
group. 

The group is named, but it 
isn’t clear what the group 
actually does on the issue. 
There are two potential 
ways you can run into this 
problem – the first is that 
lots of groups put up 
information on their 
websites about issues that 
they don’t actually do 
anything about. They have 
an article on the website 
about coastal pollution, but 
they don’t actually have a 
project, for example. This 
is particularly an issue if 
you are working on a 
species issue – the big 
NGOs will have 
information on lots of 
species, but don’t really 
work on all of them. So 
make sure you choose a 
group that is doing real 
work – whether that is 
NGO or government or a 
company. The second is if 
you choose to critique a 
group. If you don’t like 

The group is well-
specified and actively 
working on specific 
things to address the 
issue you have chosen. 



what one group is doing 
look to profile the group 
that is working to change 
that.  

At least 3 
websites 

Less than 3 
websites, or 3 
with clearly 
inadequate 
information or 
that fail to 
address the 
topic and the 
group. 

3 websites that give you 
important information, but 
are not showing a diversity 
of sources 

3 or more websites that 
give you a range of 
views on your topic 

 


