
Exam Rubric 
 
 Less than 

Adequate 
C B A 

Coverage Does not 
answer the 
question 

Covers only 
parts of the 
prompt, but 
misses parts 

Covers almost the 
entire prompt, but 
there are gaps 

Answers all portions 
of the prompt 

Factual 
Content 

Few correct 
facts. 
Arguments 
are not 
backed up 
by clear 
examples. 

Some correct 
facts, but also a 
considerable 
number of 
errors. Examples 
are cursory or 
do not relate to 
the concepts and 
policies being 
discussed. 

Mainly factually 
correct with 
ample numbers of 
specifics to back 
up arguments, but 
there are still 
some errors. 
There are good 
examples that 
support the 
concepts and 
policies being 
discussed, but 
there are also 
some conceptual 
gaps. 

Facts are correct and 
used well to back up 
arguments. The 
discussion is 
detailed. The 
examples are well 
chosen and directly 
address the question. 
They are tied to both 
the issues asked for 
in the question and 
the main concepts 

Course 
Concepts 
Addressed 

No 
discussion 
of key 
concepts 
from the 
course 

Course concepts 
are addressed, 
but in a cursory 
or unclear 
manner. Some 
key concepts 
related to the 
question are 
missed. 

Key course 
concepts are 
included in the 
answer. They are 
mainly clearly 
discussed, but 
there may be 
some ambiguity 
or gaps in the 
discussion.  

Relevant course 
concepts are 
discussed and 
explained in full.  

Analysis There is no 
analysis. 

There is some 
analysis but it is 
unclear or 
poorly argued. 

There is some 
analysis, but it 
doesn’t tie 
together all the 
parts of the 
response. 

Analysis is clear and 
ties together all parts 
of the response. 
Facts are used to 
back up conceptual 
argument. The 
examples are clearly 
tied to the question 
and to the key 
concepts discussed. 
Where there is a 
question of causality, 



how various actors 
and interests are 
related to one 
another is spelled out 
in clear analytic 
language that 
explains cause and 
effect where that is 
required. 

 
 
These are the criteria that your exam essay will be graded on. Basically, an A paper 
covers all the bases as described in the righthand column. My shorthand way of 
describing the difference between a B paper and an A paper is that a B paper tends to 
give all the facts. An A paper not only gives the facts but explains clearly how they are 
related to one another. 


