
Final Debate Assignment 
 
At our second session, July 5, we will divide students into the two topics and then into 
teams within the topics.  
 
The two topics are: 
 
Resolved, the state of California should allow fracking for natural gas. 
 
Resolved, the state of California should invest in and develop desalinization to 
augment its water supply. 
 
Each team will then have 3 weeks to prepare for the debate. You are expected to prepare 
both sides of the debate, in other words the affirmative and the negative, for your topic. 
In week 4, we will draw lots to determine which team will actually debate the affirmative 
and the negative. You will find that by preparing both sides of the debate, you will be 
much better able to predict the arguments of your opponents. 
 
This is a classroom debate. The objective is to get you to explore a policy issue deeply 
and really engage in and respond to arguments.  
 
The materials your team will need to prepare in advance are: 

• Introductory speeches for both sides of the issue. 
• Short answers to every major argument that you can predict for either side. 
• A list of questions to ask your opponents. 
• Evidentiary support for your main arguments. 
• An explanation of how the issues in the debate relate to the course themes. 

 
We will discuss and you will be expected to take notes according to the standard debate 
note-taking method, called a flow chart, both for your own debate, to be able to respond 
effectively to your opponents’ arguments, and for the debate you are observing, to 
provide an effective critique. Each debate will take approximately 1½ hours and will be 
followed by a general discussion involving the entire class. 
 
To prepare for your debate, please begin by doing the reading/listening assigned in week 
4 for your topic, and then begin doing additional research as a team. Each team is 
expected to develop evidence and arguments that extend beyond the materials in the 
syllabus. 
 
Your final debate grade will be based on: 

• Your work with your debate team throughout the course, including evidence of 
preparation well in advance. 

• Your participation in the expert interviews during week 4. 
• Your performance in the debate, which includes not just your speaking style, but 

your evidence, your analysis, and your ability to think critically about the 
material. 



• The research materials that your team submits immediately after your debate as a 
group. 

• The evaluations you submit for your teammates and that they submit for you, due 
on Friday, Aug. 4, at 12 noon.  

• The critique you provide of the other debate you observe, due Friday, Aug. 4, at 
12 noon. 

 
 


